
 

 

 

                               
 

 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, October 10, 2019, 5:30 p.m. 

 Festival Park Plaza, 225 Ray Avenue, 1st Floor Training Room, Fayetteville, NC 28301 

 

Present: Interim Chair, Eric Olson; Commissioner Rosa Garris-Turner; Commissioner Eileen 

Hatch; Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Dwight Palmer; 

Commissioner Semone Pemberton; Commissioner Georgeanna Pinckney; 

Commissioner Theodore Trainer, III; Commissioner Franco Webb; Commissioner 

Jeffrey Wire. 

 

Absent: Commissioners: Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Milette Harris; Joshua James; Ayax Rangel; 

Cherie Readus; Maria del Pilar Salvat.  

 

Staff Present: Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; and Willetta Ragin, Human 

Relations Administrative Specialist. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:49 p.m. by Interim Chair Eric Olson, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Commissioners and staff were asked to introduce themselves followed by the swearing-in 

of Commissioner Semone Pemberton by Ms. Willetta Ragin, Human Relations Administrative 

Specialist & Notary Public.   

 

Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner Milton, seconded by Commissioner Wire; vote 

unanimous. 

 

Motion to approve the September 12, 2019 minutes was made by Commissioner Webb, seconded by 

Commissioner Pinckney; vote unanimous. 

 

Committee Reports:   

  

A. Annual Recognition Awards Reception and Human Relations Scholarship.  Commissioner 

Wire stated that the tentative venue for the next Awards Reception will be the Ramada Inn 

Plaza on Owen Drive.  The reception will be on Tuesday, February 25, 2020.  Because the 

reception is on a weekday, we will receive a discount on the food and facility.  Choices were a 

two-entrée buffet or a plate service of chicken or beef.  Description of the past award receptions 

and the awards presented followed.  Need a theme for the reception.  Reception will start at 

6:00 p.m.  Some discussion followed on the date and the colors.  Runners for the tables can 

either be the Ramada’s or ours; the price is $2.00 each or $0.75 each, respectively.  Discussion 

about the centerpieces.   The Ramada Inn will need a final count by the 15th of February.  

Commissioner Wire is requesting the 82nd jazz band for the reception.  After some discussion 

the date was changed to Thursday, February 27, 2020.  Commissioners decided on plate 

service.  Ramada Inn staff will set tables and chairs for the reception.  Commissioner Webb 

stated he could do all of the IT work that we will need.  Commissioner Wire will finalize the 

date, menu, and table runners with the Ramada Inn.  There was a brief discussion about 

sponsorships and funding.  Next step will be looking at the scholarship applications.   

Commissioners will ask a local non-profit to be the administrator of the monies for ticket sales 



 

and ad sponsorships.  Thank you cards from last year’s MLK Scholarship recipients were 

passed around for the Commissioners to see.      

 

B. Hate Crimes and Rapid Response.  Commissioner Olson tabled this committee report due to 

Commissioner Kendrick’s absence.  Dr. Wade discussed the article he had passed out regarding 

a homeless man who was charged with vandalism.  He was charged with writing hate graffiti 

on an African-American church.  Some discussion followed.  Dr. Wade will email links to the 

Commissioners of articles he referenced during his discussion.   

 

Interim Chair Olson talked briefly about the upcoming FCHRC & FHB retreat on Saturday, October 

19, 2019.  He stated the retreat gives commissioners a chance to look at their mission, where they are 

now, who they are, the talents and contacts they have, and what they want to accomplish the next year.   
 

Director’s Report.  Dr. Anthony Wade.  Please see attached.   He spoke briefly about the upcoming 

“The Hate U Give” forum which will take place on Saturday, October 12, 2019, at Fayetteville 

Technical Community College, General Classroom Building, 2817 Fort Bragg Road.  He also thanked 

those Commissioners and staff who helped with staffing the booth at the International Folk Festival.   

 

Ms. Nazar talked briefly about the hate encounter a client experienced downtown last Saturday 

evening.  The group is taunting people who are together who are of different racial groups.  Ms. Nazar 

spoke about potential problems and that the group causing the problem is located on the corner of 

Gillespie and Person Streets.     

 

No Old Business.  

   

No New Business.   

 

Next Commission meeting will take place on November 14, 2019, at 5:30 pm. at Festival Park Plaza 

Training Room. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m., motion to adjourn by Commissioner Webb, seconded by 

Commissioner Pemberton. Vote unanimous. 

 

 

Approved_______________________________ 

   (Date) 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



  


